June 10th, 2008



Dear CEDS participant and volunteer,

It's my pleasure to write you to let you know that the Comprehensive Economic Development Strategy process for 2008 is nearly complete.  To date the CEDS staff has reached out to nearly 100 different organizations in Chittenden County and has collected their plans for economic development in the coming years.  We have collected information letting us know projects that have changed, that have been completed and new projects that are now being developed.

This year we are happy to add 15 new projects to the CEDS document.  Each of these projects is automatically included in the document to ensure that any organizations or municipalities seeking Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) from the State of Vermont are able to apply for funding.   Unfortunately, our region does not currently fit the criteria for Federal Funding, however by completing the process and collecting CEDS related information we are prepared to submit projects for federal funding in the event we meet the Economic Development Administration (EDA) criteria once more.  In addition, information about many grants available in the State of Vermont is posted on our site at http://gbicvtceds.org/?page_id=8. 

Instead of holding our regular Citizen Work Group meetings, this year we will move straight into a public comment period for the CEDS.  All new projects will be posted to the CEDS website (www.gbicvtceds.org) by June 15th, 2008 and comments will be accepted until June 29th.  To submit comments please either utilize the comment feature on the site or send me an email (joseph.thibault@gmail.com).  All comments will be compiled and submitted as part of our CEDS document. 

A major feature of the CEDS, the Project Implementation Plan will be submitted to the CEDS committees and stakeholder boards (CCMPO and CCRPC) without changes this year. 

If you have any questions about the necessary changes to the CEDS process this year or about our process next year please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

It has been my pleasure working on the CEDS document for 2008.

Sincerely,
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Joseph Thibault
CEDS Coordinator

